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XII. — Notes on Bruce s Chart of the Coasts of the Red Sea. 
Communicated by Lieutenant J. R. Wellsted, East India Com- 
pany's Marine Service. Read £2d June, 1835. 

During the progress of the maritime survey of the coasts and 
islands of the Red Sea, which has lately been completed under 
the orders of the Bombay government, I availed myself of the 
opportunities which that service afforded of investigating some 
still unsettled points respecting the merits of Bruce's Chart and 
Voyage; the result of which inquiry I beg to communicate to 
the Royal Geographical Society. 

It is by no means my intention to revert to the general question 
of the merits of this celebrated traveller, as this has been so 
often fully discussed by writers of great name; and his just title 
to the popularity which his travels have acquired has been ably 
and satisfactorily established in an interesting publication of recent 
date. The points to which my observations were directed, in the 
course of our survey, were either localities which have seldom or 
never been visited by any European since the period when Bruce 
travelled, or are connected with facts which the result of such 
operations as the survey alluded to could alone establish in a man- 
ner deserving the entire confidence of the public. 

I shall, in the first place, solicit the Society's attention to the 
observations i have to offer on the question of the accuracy of 
Bruce's Chart of the Arabian Gulf, which is published with his 
travels. The testimony of those who have had the best opportu- 
nities of deciding on this question has been contradictory ; some, 
as Dr. Clarke, General Baird, and the other officers who accom- 
panied him on the expedition to Egypt, having borne testimony 
to its accuracy ; whereas others have asserted its deficiency in this 
respect, and have insinuated a charge of plagiarism, grounded on 
the " suspicious coincidence " which exists between the positions 
assigned by Bruce and those given by Niebuhr to the same places. 
The evidence of the former party has been deemed too vague to 
be of much value, whilst that of the latter has been considered 
fully borne out by the result of Captain Court's observations. 

Before stating the result of the recent survey, conducted by 
Captains Elvon and Moresby, which embraced the western coast 
of the Red Sea, not visited by Niebuhr, but where the geogra- 
phical positions assigned by Bruce to the places at which he 
touched coincide as strikingly and closely with those assigned by 
our survey, as did the corresponding observations of the two tra- 
vellers on the opposite coast, I must premise that undue weight 
has been attached to the assertion, that the observations from 
which Bruce obtained his latitudes were made at sea, whereas those 
of Niebuhr were taken on land. This statement has been brought 
forward with the view of making the coincidence between their 
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observations appear the more surprising and suspicious. The fact 
however is^ that from Tor to Loheia both travellers performed the 
journey in boats, precisely in the same manner ; and though, from 
Loheia to Mokha, Niebuhr travelled by land, yet it is fair to con- 
clude that the zeal which prompted Bruce to construct plans of 
all the harbours and roadsteads along the coast at which he 
touched, may have induced him to take advantage of every oppor- 
tunity of leaving the boat to make his astronomical observations 
on shore. 

I shall now expose, in a tabular form, some places situated on 
the coast and adjacent islands, with the positions assigned to them 
by Bruce, and those extracted from our chart. An examination 
of this table will, I am confident, convince the Society that a 
great degree of credit is due to Mr. Bruce for the general accu- 
racy displayed in his observations, notwithstanding the difficulties 
under which he laboured ; and the facts therein exhibited will, I 
think, also show that this part of the charge which some have 
attempted to bring against the reputation of Bruce, and which, as 
far as I am aware, has never been satisfactorily repelled by his 
defenders^ is totally unmerited. 

Commencing with the observations made during his first voyage 
from Kosairto Jebel, Makowar, and subsequently from the former 
port by way of Tor, Yembo', and Jiddah, to Loheia, and eventually 
to Massowah, I shall only contrast the longitudes when they are 
specified either in the text or in the appendix to his travels. 



Names of 
Places. 



Latitude 

by 

Bruce. 



Latitude 

by 
Survey. 



Remarks. 



KosaYr . 



26 7 51 



o / „ 

26 6 59 



Emerald Island 

Cape Nose, j 
Has Bemess, 
or Has el i\.nf. j 

Jebel 

Macowar 



; :} 



25 2 

24 3 
24 2 



25 43 
23 54 



/Long. 34° 4' 15" E. (Bruce.) 
I 34 23 E. (Survey.) 

The longitude, considering the period at 
which the observation was made, is an ex- 
ceedingly close approximation to the truth. 
Bruce observes, vol. ii. p. 97, that it was 
deduced from an observation of Jupiter s 
satellites; and in vol. vii. p. 363, that the 
data were furnished to the late Astronomer 
Royal, who calculated the longitude. 

This I take to be the Wady Jemal of our 
survey. (See hereafter.) 

This latitude is taken from the Chart, where 
the cape is not defined. 

Mr. Bruce places but little reliance on this 
observation, for he says, vol. ii. p. 113, (t I 
computed myself to be about four miles of 
meridian distance when I made the ob- 
servation, and take the latitude to be about 
24° 2' on the centre of the island." 
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Names of 
Places. 



Latitude 
by 



Latitude 

by 
Survey. 



Remarks. 



St. John's or] 
Bruce's Isl.J 



O / // 

23 38 



Taffatina Isl. 



Shadwan, S.E. 
and Toor . 



Ras or Cape 1 
Mohammed J 



27 11 



27 19 

28 14 



27 45 



Hassang Isl. 
Yembo' . 



24 54 
24 3 35 



Jar of Sherm 
Baraika . • 
Rabegh . 
Ras Hataba 
ShermAnbah,j 
as Khahras r 
River . . * 
Jiddah . 



23 36 9 

22 46 

22 1 

21 45 

21 28 1 



23 37 



27 11 30 



27 27 

28 14 6 



27 42 



24 57 
24 3 35 



23 38 

22 44 20 
22 10 

21 42 15 

21 28 30 



Mr. Bruce, shortly before anchoring at this 
island, observes, vol.ii, p. 115, that he was 
sure of his latitude; he does not, however, 
specify it in his Narrative ; and I have 
taken its position from his Chart. From 
St. John's he returned to Kosair ; and 
proceeded northward towards Tor, in the 
Sea of Suez. 

This latitude is taken from the Chart. No 
observation is inserted in the Narrative or 
Appendix. 

Taken from Mr. Bruce's Chart. 

Ditto ditto. 

Mr. Bruce landed and remained here. Lord 
Valentia, in vol. iii. p. 281, has stated the 
latitude of Ras Mohammed, as given by 
Mr. Bruce, to be 27° 54'. But the cape is 
not only marked 27° 40' on the Chart, but 
Mr. Bruce also says in his Narrative, vol. 
ii. p. 141, "At night, by an observation of 
two stars on the meridian, I concluded the 
latitude of Ras Mohammed to be 27° 54'." 
This must be understood, then, of the 
mountain or high land which lies be- 
hind the cape, and not the low point in 
27° 45' N., which is only 3' from our re- 
sult, but 9' from Niebuhr's. 

It is here again at least singular that Lord 
Valentia should state Mr. Bruce's latitude 
of this port to be 24° 5', by which it is 
made to agree with Niebuhr's; whereas 
the latitude of Mr. Bruce, taken from the 
text, vol. ii. p. 158, is as I here give it. In 
the Appendix, vol. vii. p. 172, the altitude 
of the star Pegasus is given, from which 
this was computed. In the Appendix, vol. 
vii. p. 381, Bruce gives the longitude, de- 
duced from two observations of Jupiter's 
satellites, at 38° 16' 30'', exactly agreeing 
with what we made the longitude deduced 
from Jiddah, supposing that place to be 
in 39°, as we and several other ships have 
determined it. 

Narrative, vol. ii. p. 159. 

Ditto, vol. ii. p. 161. 



[River Obhoor in Bruce and Niebuhr.] 

This latitude is deduced from the mean of 
several stars, given in the Appendix, vol. 
ii. p. 372 ; and the data and calculations, 
the latter by Dr. Maskelyne, from which 
the longitude is deduced, are given in the 
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Names of 
Places. 


Latitude 

hy 


Latitude 
by 


Remarks. 


Bruce. 


Survey. 






o 


/ // 


o I U 


same volume, p. 382 ; Mr. Bruce making 
it there in longitude 39° 16' 45". We 
made the longitude 39° 18'. Quitting 
Jiddah, he proceeds down the Arabian 
coast to Loheia. The latitudes in the sur- 
vey are taken from the chart constructed 
by the Honourable Company's surveying 
ship Benares. 


Gooss . 


20 


50 


20 46 




Merkhat . 


20 


29 


20 29 




Mersa Ibrahim 


20 


8 


20 8 40 




Ras-el' Askar 


19 


55 


19 49 55 




Koufodah . 


19 


7 


19 8 51 




Ras Hali . 


18 


36 


18 35 31 




Sahel Manoud 


18 


25 


18 26 


[Nohood in Bruce and Niebuhr.] 


Dahaban 


18 


11 


18 11 


Kotumbal . 


17 


57 


17 53 47 




Ghee san 


16 


45 


16 53 5 


[Ras Jisan was Aboo Shureiyah Island : not 


Dueime . 


16 


12 5 




named in Bruce's Map.] 


Loheia . 


15 


40 52 


15 41 20 


Mr. Bruce, by Jupiter's satellites, states the 
longitude of Loheia (Appendix, vol. vii. p. 
369), by means of two observations, to be 
42° 55' 15"; the Benares made it, deduced 
from Mokha, 42° 46' 14". In the text, vol. 
ii. p. 219, the longitude is given at 42° 
58' 15"; but this must be a mistake, since 
the data give what I have stated. 


Kamaran 


15 20 


15 20 12 


Kamaran, by some mistake probably of the 










press, is stated, in the text, vol. ii. p. 127, to 










be in latitude 15° 39', but the Chart places 










it in the latitude I have inserted. 


Hodeida 


14 43 


14 46 36 




Zumner . 


16 


7 




[Tema in Bruce.] 


Jebel Teir . 


15 


38 


15 32 50 




Mokha . . 


13 


20 


13 19 55 




Cape Babel 1 
Man deb J 


12 


39 20 


12 42 20 


The station where the latitude was observed 








by the Benares was on the North-East ex- 










tremity of the island, on a projecting point; 










but Mr Bruce appears, by his Narrative, to 










have observed his on the South-East : there 










is a difference of one mile between the two. 


Crab Island 


13 


2 45 


13 3 10 




Jebel Teir . 


15 


38 


15 32 50 




At sea, with J 










the bearings 1 










of certain is- j 










lands . . J 










Raka Garbia 


15 


33 13 


15 32 50 




Dobelew Isl. \ 










extreme of ? 


15 42 22 


15 43 10 


[Travels, vol. ii. p. 241.] 


village . . J 










Ras Shonk, -i 










Sn. extreme > 


15 


27 20 


15 35 20 




of Dahalak J 










Ras Antalow,! 
northern do. j 


15 


54 30 


15 53 50 




Massowah . 


15 


35 3 


15 33 56 





VOL. V, 
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In the preceding table it will be observed that the names of 
places are taken from the Chart in succession as they He along 
Mr. Bruce's track, a preference alone being given to such as are 
remarkable either for their magnitude or importance. Ample 
testimony is here borne to Mr. Bruce's accuracy as an observer, 
not only of the latitude, especially when he could take his observa- 
tions on land, but also of the longitude, for he has fixed the latter 
with so much accuracy whenever he observed it, that it may be 
questioned if we shall ever be enabled to attain it at these places 
with greater precision. 

In the table given by Lord Valentia (see his Travels, vol. iii. 
p. 281), where the results of Niebuhr's and Bruce's observations 
are compared, we find, that of eleven positions which are con- 
trasted, seven agree within the mile. The latitude assigned to 
Ras Mohammed by Bruce differs in reality, as I have already ob- 
served, nine miles from the position given to it by Niebuhr; and 
as the data from which the latitudes of Yembo', Jiddah, and Lo- 
heia were determined, were calculated by the Astronomer Royal, 
no suspicion can be attached to these. This would reduce the 
number of Bruce's positions — against which, on account of their 
approximating so closely with those of Niebuhr, any charge of 
plagiarism can be brought — to three ; a proportion not so great as 
that exhibited in the table I have given above, where we shall 
find that out of forty-six latitudes which are compared, nineteen 
agree within the mile. The precision here displayed well merits 
our admiration, when we reflect on the many difficulties which our 
traveller had to encounter, deprived as he was of the resources 
with which both Niebuhr and those who after Bruce appeared on 
the same field, were amply provided. A knowledge of these facts 
seems, therefore, not only important as they tend to clear the cha- 
racter of a distinguished individual, but of great interest in a geo- 
graphical point of view, for in place of the uncertainty which has 
hitherto existed on the subject, we may now justly infer that the 
same degree of accuracy displayed in Bruce's observations along 
the sea-coast will be found whenever he has determined the geo- 
graphical positions of those /places situated in the interior of 
Abyssinia, to which European travellers have not since penetrated. 

The account given by Bruce of his visit to the islands of Jebel, 
Zumrud, and Makowar, has been condemned as fabulous, and 
entirely unworthy of credit, on the following grounds : — 1st. The 
erroneous positions which Bruce has given to these islands, placing 
Jebel Zumrud in lat. 25° S f N. (which is 1° 15' north of its 
true position), and Makowar in lat. 24° 2', instead of 20° 38' N. 
2d. The short period which Bruce has allowed himself for the 
journey from Kosai'r to Makowar, which being a distance of 
nearly four hundred miles, could not possibly have been performed 
in four days, as he asserts. 3d. Bruce has stated that the Arab 
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vessels make Makowar in lat. 24° 9! N., their point of departure 
for the opposite coast ; whereas it has been asserted by his critics, 
that the native boats cross to the Arab coast when they arrive in 
lat. 20° 38', the situation of the true Makowar, which they suppose 
must have misled our traveller. 

Of these objections to the veracity of Bruce's account, and the 
authenticity of his visit to those islands, all those which refer to 
Macowar hinge on the position of that island. Were the circum- 
stances fully and fairly stated in the above objections, little could 
be said in defence of Bruce ; but this has not been the case, nor 
does it appear that his critics possessed that local knowledge of 
this portion of the Red Sea which could have justified them in 
making so outrageous an attack on the reputation and memory of 
a meritorious traveller. It is true that Jebel Makowar lies in 
lat. £0°38' N. ; but it should have been stated at the same time, 
that another island called also Makowar exists off Cape Nose, of 
which island the position given by Bruce, viz. £4° c 2 f , differs from 
that assigned to it by the survey only twelve miles. This reduces 
the distance between Kosa'ir and the island to one hundred and 
fifty miles instead of four hundred, and places that portion of 
Bruce's account quite within the bounds of probability. Bruce 
was perfectly correct also in stating, that at Makowar, in lat. 
24° 9! N., the Arab boats quit the African coast for that of 
Arabia. This is the case also with the southern Makowar, as 
mentioned by Lord Valentia ; but with this difference, that vessels 
coming from the north strike off to the eastward at trie northern, 
whilst those from the south, as from Massowah, Suakin, &c, leave 
this coast at the southern Makowar* Bruce was not correct in 
stating that vessels from the south proceed so far north as the 
Makowar he visited, before taking their departure for the east 
coast. The name Makowar,* which applies equally to both islands, 
signifies what in seamen's phrase is termed a departure. 

The just remark made by Bruce, in the part of his Travels 
where the account of this visit is given, that confusion of names 
is so general in the Red Sea, ought to have been better consi- 
dered by his critics, before they characterized his statements, in the 
manner they have done, as false, romantic, absurd, &c„ 

To this confusion of names, which every person who has visited 
this region must have remarked, we ought to attribute the misun- 
derstanding which exists on the subject of Mr. Bruce's visit to the 
island which he called Jebel Zumrud, or Emerald Island, and 
which his critics have assumed to be Jebel Zeberjed, or St. 
John's. Were this assumption correct, Bruce's account of this 
trip would indeed appear inconsistent with facts, and irrecon- 

* Jebel el Mukawwir may certainly "be rendered the mountain whence the seaman 
takes his departure; but Mukawwar also signifies dripping or downcast. — E, 

u 2 
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cilable with the actual situation of the island, which his com- 
mentators attempt to prove that he professed to have visited. I 
cannot, however, find that sufficient reasons have been advanced 
in support of this conjecture, unless indeed advantage be taken of 
the confusion of names, against which Bruce himself repeatedly 
warns his readers to be on their guard. Speaking of the Arabs, 
he says, " they are never at a loss for a name, and those who do 
not understand their language always believe them : " of the 
truth of which remark our experience afforded us frequent 
proofs, the fishermen often applying the name of one island 
to another, and even the pilots not, on many occasions, ascertain- 
ing their real names until they landed on them. A careful com- 
parison, however, of Bruce's account of this visit with the actually 
existing localities will, I think, divest his Narrative of that cha- 
racter of suspicion which some have attempted to throw on it. 
There is little doubt that Bruce must have alluded to the island of 
Wady Jemal, the true latitude of which corresponds pretty nearly 
with that assigned by him to his Emerald Island ; a name which 
he may have bestowed on it himself, or, more likely, received from 
the Arabs, who probably thus named it in consequence of its 
vicinity to the emerald mines or mountains situated on the adja- 
cent continent. The distance between the island and opposite 
main, as given by Mr. Bruce, applies exactly to Wady Jemal ; 
and the correctness of his description of that part of the shore on 
which he landed, and which, as he remarked, is still called Sael 
(Sahel), is fully confirmed by Mr. Belzoni, who visited the same 
place in 1816. 

Bruce's remarks respecting the breakers which, he says, run off 
at all points round the island of Makowar, and the fact which he 
observed of there being no soundings even close to the island, will 
be found perfectly correct, by referring either to the chart of the 
late survey or to the sailing directions which will accompany it. 
His description also of the general appearance and features of the 
land in the vicinity of these islands (Wady Jemal and Makowar) 
and Cape Nose was observed by all the officers on board the 
surveying-vessel to be so correct and circumstantial, that they 
could not entertain a suspicion that what Bruce said on the sub- 
ject could have been borrowed from any one. The appearance 
which this island presented when first seen by Bruce, " rising like 
a pillar out of the sea," does not certainly apply to Wady Jemal; 
but illusions of a similar nature, depending on atmospheric refrac- 
tion, were so familiar to us during our survey of this region, that 
we never hesitated to attribute the above inconsistency to this 
cause. Such optical phenomena we also remraked to occur more 
frequently, and in a more striking manner, about the place I am 
now considering, than in any other part of the Red Sea. 
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The feat performed by Mr. Bruce on the occasion of his jour- 
ney — viz., his taking a large mat-sail of the boat in his arms and 
cutting it adrift — has excited the scepticism of his critics. I may, 
however, remark, that I have frequently observed at Jiddah a 
single boatman manage the large sail of a buggalow* with so little 
difficulty as to leave no doubt in my mind of the possibility of 
Mr. Bruce's story. 

Upon the whole, it is just to admit that Mr. Bruce's account of 
his visit to these islands is by no means clearly or perspicuously 
narrated. But surely this defect cannot justify the harsh com- 
ments which have been made on it by those who have never per- 
sonally visited the locality, but have come to a premature decision 
on this point on hearsay evidence given by natives. 

Mr. Bruce's visit to Dahalak, and the information he published 
respecting it, have been treated with as little courtesy as was the 
account of his trip to the islands which we have just been consi- 
dering. The whole has been unhesitatingly pronounced untrue ; 
and the fact of his having visited the islands at ill has been called 
in question. I shall briefly state the leading objections which 
have been urged in defence of this uncharitable view of Bruce's 
merits. These have been taken from the account of Captain 
Court and Mr. Salt's journey across, and survey of, the island ; a 
plan of which has been published with Lord Valentia's Chart of 
the Red Sea. It has been alleged, that Captain Court's survey 
has proved that no such harbour as that of Dobelew, described by 
Bruce, is discoverable in the island ; that Mr. Bruce's assertion 
of the number of tanks amounting to 370 is erroneous, as, after a 
minute investigation, twenty only could be found; and that what 
Bruce states of the animals drinking out of the cisterns, and wash- 
ing in them, is completely falsified by Mr. Salt's assertion that 
the cisterns were vaulted over. 

These are nearly all, or at least the essential, points which have 
been advanced to prove that most of what Bruce published respect- 
ing this island is mere fabrication. But on perusing Mr. Salt's 
report of the survey, it must at once strike the reader that the ob- 
servations made in the course of his journey across the island^ in 
company with Captain Court, are not entitled to be considered 
a minute examination. On the contrary^ the survey appears to 
have been executed in a hurried manner ; and a comparison of 
the plan of the island given by these gentlemen, with the sketch 
of it given in the trigonometrical survey made by the Benares, 
demonstrates that the former is at once incorrect and incom- 
plete. In fact, a bare inspection of their route will show that a 
very small portion of the whole surface of the island could have 

* Baghalah?— E. 
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come under their personal observation. The Benares's Chart of the 
island establishes beyond doubt the existence of the harbour of 
Debeelew, formed between Ras-il-Shoel and Irvvee, as described 
by Bruce ; and his description of its narrow entrance, the great 
rapidity of the tides, and the uneven and rocky bottom, have been 
all found to be perfectly correct. And regarding the tanks, the 
officers of the Benares could not ascertain their exact number ; 
but more than one hundred and twenty, hewn out of the rock, 
were shown to them ; and these were not all so protected as to 
prevent the approach of animals, as mentioned by Mr. Salt., some 
being even particularly remarked by the officers of the Benares to 
be partly filled up with the dung of animals and filth. The natives 
further stated to the party, that the number of tanks exceeded that 
given by Mr. Bruce. 

Mr. Salt was correctly informed by the natives that Abdul Gaf- 
fer's tomb was situated on the island of Norrah, off Cape Antalow, 
and not on Dahalak, as Bruce states; but there are two very old 
tombs near Dahallatim, which were most probably pointed out to 
Bruce as those of the sheikhs. 

The officers engaged in this survey did not in every instance 
make the bearings given by Bruce agree with their own ; but yet 
the relative positions of the islands were found reasonably correct 
also, when a comprehensive comparison was made between 
Bruce's descriptions and the result of their labours. 

I shall conclude by referring to the voyage to the Straits of 
Bab el mandeb, which, like Mr. Bruce's journey to the Emerald 
Mountains, has been stigmatised as i{ fictitious," and " most pro- 
bably copied from Mr. Irwin's, or some other voyager's, log- 
book or journal." The principal objections which have been urged 
against the reality of this journey are, — 1st. The silence of Signior 
Balugani, who was employed by Mr. Bruce to keep the jour- 
nals; 2d. The observation appearing in the original journal the 
day after he, Mr. Bruce, sailed from Lohe'ia ; 3d. His calling the 
islands off the large straits low, when in fact they are lofty rocks ; 
and 4th. His stating the width of the small straits at two leagues, 
when in fact they are scarcely one. 

No positive proof in this case can of course be adduced to 
establish decidedly the fact of his having been there ; but upon a 
review of the whole question, I cannot but come to the conclusion 
in my own mind, that although in some cases, as in his voyage to 
Jebel Macowar, his statements are not so clear as could be 
wished — and even, in some instances that have been adduced, not 
correct — yet, that from the fidelity and accuracy which marks the 
other parts, he really made the voyage he describes. 

If we leave Signior Balugani behind at Lohe'ia (and no mention 
is made of his having proceeded on the voyage), we shall at once 
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account for his silence respecting the proceedings on that journey, 
and also the appearance of the observation on the journal. He 
was a young man of considerable talent, and assisted Bruce in 
forming his plans of the harbours, for which these observations of 
course formed part of the data. Mr. Bruce's remark, that the 
narrow strait is two leagues broad, is incorrect; although, in 
stating the whole distance from one continent to the other, he is 
perfectly right, as well as in all those remarks which refer to the 
currents, situation, and appearance of the land — with the excep- 
tion of the word " low," which he may however have used as 
contrasting it with the very high land on either shore. We verified 
the justness of the former of these in the Palinurus. We were 
sailing through the large straits in the manner he describes, and 
against which he cautions future navigators ; and exactly as he has 
specified that most likely we should, if we neglected his advice, we 
drifted in among the islets ; from which only a fresh breeze spring- 
ing up kept us clear. 

The accuracy of his description of Perim — his observation that 
its harbour faces the Nubian coast, its barrenness, its becoming 
narrower at either end — the existence of Absynthium, &c. — are 
all substantiated by the several visits of the surveying-vessels ; and 
are also circumstances not likely to be met with in a ship's journal 
or log-book ; and of which, in Mr. Irwin's journey, no mention is 
certainly made.' 1 " J. R. W. 



* The above statements in vindication of Mr. Bruce's account of his voyage to 
the Jebel Zumumui are of great interest ; and there is a further negative evidence in 
favour of his voyage to the mouth of the Red Sea which has not been generally no- 
ticed ; viz., that no astronomical observations by him are recorded between July 21st 
and August 5th, 1769, exactly the time during which he represents himself to have 
been engaged in this excursion, — leaving Lohayyah on the 27th of July, and reach- 
ing it again on the 5th of August — (that is, if we suppose an error of transcription or 
of the press to have crept in either in vol. ii. p. 217, or vol. viii. p. 356.) But it cannot 
be denied that his total silence respecting this adventurous journey in his letter to 
Mr. Wood, wherein he states merely that he left Jiddah in the beginning of July, 
and arrived at Lohayyah in the beginning of August (vol. i. p. 278), as well as the 
long dialogues and romantic air of his narrative, give some colour to the suspicion 
thrown on this part of his Travels. And it may also be added, that if he was too 
hastily condemned on this and other points, he provoked that severity by his 
pretensions to knowledge which he did not possess — by his attempts to dis- 
credit Payz (see Hartmann's Africa Edrisii, p. 13) — by his sarcasms on Dr. Shawe, 
a more learned and accurate writer than himself — and by his depreciation of the 
merits of Balugani, who died in his service, and to whose talents and ability he was 
deeply indebted. 

Dr. E. D. Clarke, to whom Mr. Wellsted refers as one of the impugners of Bruce's 
veracity, meant undoubtedly to convey the very opposite impression, and to vindicate 
his fame ; but he could only report what he learnt from General Baird and his party, 
as he never went beyond Cairo. — F. S. 



